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Hitchcock Haven

Aiken, 8.0
Melissa Ervin Interior Design
Phates courtesy of Melissa Ervin

am Lato had long admired 2 stable-turned-oot-

tage she passed on her frequent hacks to nearby

Hirchoock Wonds in Adken, 5.0, and a5 2 home

semoncation addicr, she couldn’ |‘|I:|]'| bast decam abosr
the place

50 when she got the chance o purchase and

update the historic horseshoe-shaped barn, which had

ongmally been converted 10 a home in the 1980s, Cato

UMTACKED

jumped. Partnering with local contractor Grant Larlee
of Ladee Construction and Charleston, 5.0, bawed
interior designer and architect Melizsa Ervin, the new
homeowner got cracking—Tliterally,

First on their list was the unsexy task of replac-
i all the plumbing and electrical wining, a challenge
made harder when they realized the pipes had been
buricd 10 the coment slab Hoor

“All the pipes and cement had 1w be dug up and
relocated, and then mounds of dirt were brought in so
the cement slab floor could be replaced with antigue
French Oak foors” «a3d Ervin,

Whah a gravish, hand-waxed fnish, the flooss
helped cozy up the space. especially in concert with

butted boand walls throughour the interior, which gae



Sam Cata's
corverted South
Carolina slable

Qurdaiientaly Adgn

Patch the lack
Ruiiell makes
himsetl! comlorlabie

The Hitchoock Woods
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Qriginal datalls on one of g fooser Barn's
Drutch dfogen,

Hemeownar Sam Cato Is a lover of
aquesiran antiques and colleelibles, and
sher ceeatos beausiul whaeites thesughout the
i,

“Sarm Cato is on avid 2 nod o the original purpose of
horsewoman, and she know Piterte ol e R e

Alken was the perfect place the structwre. But they also carry
13 llva with her horses,” said out & theme started on the exte-

desagned Maliaaa Eran, x ;
rior by the barn's weathered gray

cedar shingles. Bright white Dutch doors also retain the
barn aestheric.

Less rustic and more French country chic than other
repurposed barns, Cato’s home has a feminine touch.

“Thse three of us had a great collaboration, and we mes
weekly on site to make decisions and problem-solve,” said
Ervin, “The pace was fast, and it was definitely ‘design as
you gol But Sam is a true purist with a Jove of history and
antigues, which I shace with her, so she and [ had grear
Fueny making sure this home gave a nod wits past asa barn
vet was made current and comfortable as a home.

“1love when 2 historic building can be re-purposed,”
she continued. “This barn is located in the historic district

ot Aiken that is so well-preserved, and the location is the
perfeet setup to walk out of your home, mount vour horse
and ride out in the neighborhood. It's so nice that in its
transformation to a home, it fits into the neighborhood
and looks like it has been there all along, That's the best
compliment that 2 renevation can have.”
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Hand-painted
hardwaod flaors and
Gastén y Danlela's
equastrian tolle
wolcome visitoss to the
gpanat suto, vath the
Bechicne in tha Bofl anes.




